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	The Leauva Patidar community of the Surat, Bulsar, and Navsari districts in southern Gujarat has a history, which goes back several centuries. Vadnager-Unza (north Gujarat) was the original settlement of Leauva Patidar. Some then moved from Unza to Adalaj, near Ahmedabad. Aladdin Khilji conquered Gujarat in 1300 and ruled for about twenty years, during which time he collected half of the farmers' crops. This was well beyond their capacity to pay. The farmers grew tired of his levy and moved to Kanam, Charotar and southern Gujarat.

	After Khilji's death Mahamad Begado ruled Gujarat. Under his emperorship the Patels were happy. By 1600 Patel families had become so populated that they had left only one acre of land or less to support their families. They moved to Surat and surrounding areas in southern Gujarat in search of greener pastures and spread out in more than 187 villages of Surat, Navsari, and Bulsar districts (see Appendix E). Although these Patels were originally the followers of Annapurna Ma, they are the followers of all Hindu dev-devis (god-goddess)

	During the mid- to late-nineteenth century, the resourceful and adventurous Patidars began immigrating to South Africa, East Africa, the Caribbean Islands, and parts of the South American continent. It was not until 1911 that the Patidars began migrating to the North American continent. The first account of a Leuva Patidar coming to the U.S. is from Marro Americano Pravas (My American Tour) by Govindbhai Naranbhai Ukabhai of Ruva Bharampore. He came to the U.S. for both education and employment. Govindji Deputy was a well-known educator in the Gujarat State after returning to India in 1917. In his records he mentioned Mr. Makanjibhai Kalyanji of Bajipura and Ratanjibhai of Afva, who were also men who had come to further their educations while being employed as farm laborers. 

	These Patidars and their descendants reside all over the world, especially in India and the U.S. According to the same survey data, 2,903 families currently live in the U.S., 63% of them residing in California, Texas, Tennessee, Georgia, and Florida. The total U.S. population (with children according to 1997 Lauva Patidar Samaj Directry) is 11,704. These Patidars are described as compassionate, hardworking and very resourceful people. Patidars are involved in various enterprises, including but not limited to lodging, engineering, medicine, science and service-related industries, everywhere from major metropolitan areas, to the heartland of small town America. In spite of relocation to a foreign country, they have not forgotten their rich heritage. They have been actively involved in local and national organizations promoting cultural, religious, sporting, and festival events. In other words, they have brought their Gujarat to America.


